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OLD FISH HATCHERY OFFICE BUILDING

C.M. Allen Parkway, San Marcos
THIS STRUCTURE, ERECTED 1 894-95, ORIGINALLY SERVED AS THE
OFFICE FOR THE SAN MARCOS NATIONAL FISH HATCHERY, ESTABLISHED IN
1893 NEAR THE HEAD OF THE SAN MARCOS RIVER. THE FACILITY CLOSED IN
1965 AND THE SITE WAS GIVEN TO SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY.

THE BUILDING, WHICH FEATURES UNUSUALiIy LARGE BRACKETS, THEN HOUSED

THE MAIN OFFICES OF THE SCHOOL'S AQUATIC BIOLOGICAL CENTER UNTIL ||t
WAS MOVED TO THIS SITE ON THE SAN MARCOS RIVER WALKWAY.
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 1982

by Tula Townsend Wyatt/
The first Fish Hatchery west of the Mississippi was established in San
Marcos when the United States government bought 25 acres of land here
April 24, 1893 for a fish culture station, the first west of the Mississippi.
The transaction was made by Judge William D. Wood,(1828-1906), Ed J.L.
Green (1841-1924), and D.A. Glover of San Marcos. Details were not finalized
until Nov. 17, 1896.

Engineer William K. Benton of the United States Department of the
Interior was sent to San Marcos November, 1894 to plan the new fish culture
station which was to be an outdoor pond hatchery, instead of an indoor
hatchery as in the eastern states. Black bass and rock bass were the fish to
be propagated.. At the north end of the property a building for office, a
workshp and rooms for the general equiptment needed for the work, was
built with an apartment upstairs for use of employees.
The 25 acres for the original hatchery location was land at the foot of
Chatauqua Hill, on the old Austin San Antonio Road, about a quarter of a mile
northeast of the Courhouse Square and near the head of the San Marcos River.
Chautauqua Hill became the location of the State Normal School
established 12 years later, today's Southwest Texas State University.
William Benton, the engineer, employed local rock masons, carpenters
and teams to excavate the ponds, to build roadways and walkways, and to
drill a water well. The building was designed with broken gables and a large
piazza in front on the west side of the 15 acres
The project was completed in about a year's time. The first

superintendent, John L. Leary (1846-1911) arrived June 1986 with his
family. Leary had spent half a lifetime in fish propagation with the United
States Commission of Fisheries. He remained in San Marcos for 15 years
until his death in 1911.

Leary was followed by 12 superintendents among them, O.N. Baldwin

(1852-1834) and Mark Riley (1860-1936) who had come as a station
foreman in 1902. Each superintendent used the office until the entire
facility closed in 1965.

President Lyndon B. Johnson, who was an alumnus of Southwest Texas
State Teachers College, visited here in 1964 and recommmended the fish
hatchery site be given to the college, now a University. It was deeded to the
school June 12, 1965 and became the administration building for the Aquatic
Biology Center at the Uiniversity and was moved a few feet east to make
room for an expanded biology department.
In 1981, the building ,on being offered to the City of San Marcos, was

accepted and moved to the west l^ank of the San Marcos River, north of the
City Police and Courts Building a/\uilding that presently houses the City
Parks and Recreation department located east of the Chamber of Commerc on
C.M. Allen Parkway.
The building is now restored at its permanent location on the San
Marcos River Walk, a walk created as a Bicentennial project in 1974-76.
Upon being relocated the old hatchery building was restored to its
appearancae of 1895. It contains the original doors and wooden floors, and
many of the window panes of early glass are intact.
The Old Fish Hatchery Building has become a meeting place for

community activities and its grounds within the River Walkway Park are
used for various local festivals. It is administered by the Parks and
Recreation Department of the City of San Marcos.
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